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Records o f C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d & Co. L t d . , 


E n g i n e e r s , o f 


Stamford Works, D i g b y S t r e e t . K e t t e r i n g . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/199 & 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/200 


C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d s t a r t e d work a t the age of 16, i n 1863, as 

an a p p r e n t i c e t o K i t s o n and Hewetson of Leeds, m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f 

l o c o m o t i v e e n g i n e s as w e l l as steam e n g i n e s and p l o u g h s f o r a 

n e i g h b o u r i n g f i r m , John F o w l e r & Co. At the age o f 21, C h a r l e s 

W i c k s t e e d v e n t u r e d i n t o b u s i n e s s on h i s own, b u y i n g h i s own p l o u g h 
i n g t a c k l e and e n g i n e s w i t h £1,250 borrowed from f r i e n d s . W i t h 

t h e s e he workec f o r a few y e a r s as a c o n t r a c t p l o u g h e r on farms 

and e s t a t e s i n N o r f o l k b e f o r e moving t o K e t t e r i n g i n 1871. 


I n 1876 he bought \% a c r e s of l a n d by Stamford Road, K e t t e r i n g 

and b u i l t a s m a l l workshop i n w h i c h t o r e p a i r h i s p l o u g h i n g machines. 

He a l s o manufactured s e l f - f e e d i n g tube expanders and tube benders 

f o r h i s own r e p a i r s and f o r s a l e . The manufacture o f b i c y c l e s was 

a n o t h e r s i d e l i n e . 


The b u s i n e s s became a L i m i t e d Company i n 1907 and t h e works 

were extended by t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new workshop e s p e c i a l l y f o r 

t h e manufacture of C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d ' s p a t e n t i n v e n t i o n , a change 

speed gearbox f o r motor c a r s . However, t h i s i n v e n t i o n was not a 

s u c c e s s because i t n e c e s s i t a t e d a major a l t e r a t i o n o f t h e c a r p a t 
t e r n t o s u i t t h e g e arbox. C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d then t u r n e d t o t h e 

manufacture of o t h e r t h i n g s , n o t a b l y a new power hacksaw and w i t h 

W a l l i s B r o s , o f K e t t e r i n g , wooden t o y s and cameras. D u r i n g t h e 

F i r s t World War the t o y s h o p was used f o r the manufacture o f s h e l l s , 

e m p l o y i n g g i r l s who s l e p t i n a s p e c i a l d o r m i t o r y b u i l t b e n e a t h t h e 

p r e s e n t o f f i c e b l o c k . 


I n J a n u a r y 1914, C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d purchased the f i r s t p a r t 

o f t h e l a n d upon w h i c h W i c k s t e e d P a r k was l a t e r s i t e d , e r e c t i n g 

t h e f i r s t s e t of swings f o r a Sunday S c h o o l t r e a t , u s i n g h e a t i n g 

p i p e s f r o m t h e e n g i n e e r i n g workshop. The Company t h e n began t h e 

manufacture o f the c h i l d r e n ' s p l a y g r o u n d equipment f o r w h i c h t h e y 

a r e famous toda y , t o become the l a r g e s t m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f t h i s 

equipment i n Europe. The P a r k was connected w i t h t h e W i c k s t e e d 

f a m i l y u n t i l t h e d e a t h o f C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d i n 1931, when i t came 

under t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e l o c a l v i l l a g e t r u s t . The e n g i n e e r i n g 

b u s i n e s s passed i n t o t h e hands o f C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d ' s sons upon 

h i s d e a t h . 


D u r i n g World War I I , W i c k s t e e d and Co. L t d . m a n u f a c t u r e d 

sawing machines, b o i l e r t o o l s , machine v i c e and a machine f o r 

s l i c i n g and b u t t e r i n g b r e a d . The p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e s e i t e m s was 

c o n t i n u e d a f t e r t h e War, a l o n g w i t h t h e p l a y g r o u n d equipment. 


( c o n t . ) 




NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 


R e c o r d s o f C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d & Co. L t d . 


( c o n t . ) 


I n 1960 t h e Company became p a r t o f t h e Group o f Dorada H o l d 
i n g s L t d . and many o f t h e m a n u f a c t u r i n g methods o f t h e Company 

were t h e n updated and new p r o d u c t s were produced, f o r example, 

p a r t s f o r t h e T a y l o r S t o k e r , used i n power s t a t i o n s b e f o r e o i l 

f i r e d s t o k e r s were u s e d . The a c q u i s i t i o n by t h e Company of t h e 

Sound E n g i n e e r i n g Co. o f Rushden b r o u g h t i n new s u b - c o n t r a c t work 

and t h e manufacture o f a i r c r a f t r u d d e r b a r s . 


Today h a l f o f t h e Company1s o u t p u t i s i n p l a y g r o u n d equipment 

and t h e o t h e r h a l f i n machine t o o l s . 




NORTHAMI T O N S H I R E R E C O R D O F F I C E 

C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d & Co. L t d . 


A c c e s s i o n 1978/199 


1 * P a t t e r n Book:

D e s i g n s , measurements, c o s t s and m a t e r i a l s o f 

machines and machine p a r t s d e s i g n e d o r manu
f a c t u r e d by C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d . 

(donated by Mr. R . W i c k s t e e d o f S p i r o E n g i n e e r 
i n g L t d . of K e t t e r i n g ) 

A c c e s s i o n 1978/200 


2 Attendance Book o f D i r e c t o r s M e e t i n g s . 


3 Minu t e Books o f D i r e c t o r s M e e t i n g s . 


4 * A r t i c l e on the b u i l d i n g o f C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d f s 

f o u n d r y a t St a m f o r d Road, K e t t e r i n g f r o m V/.T. 

P i k e & Co., 1912 E d i t i o n o f KETTERING. 

( x e r o x copy o b t a i n e d f o r t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e ) 


5 * A d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r b i c y c l e made by C h a r l e s 

W i c k s t e e d & Co. L t d . f r o m E v e n i n g T e l e g r a p h , 

( x e r o x copy o b t a i n e d f o r t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e ) 


6 * L e t t e r from W.B. Rodger, P o o l e t o M. Downham 

of C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d & Co. L t d . r e t h e l o a n o f 

a camera, manufactured by C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d & 

Co. L t d . b e f o r e 1914-1918 war. 

( x e r o x copy o b t a i n e d f o r t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e ) 


7 *A h i s t o r y of C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d & Co. L t d . 

"The F i r s t 100 Y e a r s 1876-1976",by M. Downham. 

( x e r o x copy o b t a i n e d f o r t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e ) 


8 Book: " C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d , The Man", by H i l d a 

W i c k s t e e d . 


9 Pho t o g r a p h o f t h e manuf a c t u r e of wooden t o y

t r a i n s i n t h e workshop o f C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d and 

V / a l l i s B r o s . 

(2 c o p i e s ) 


10 Photograph o f wooden t o y t r a i n s manufactured

by C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d L t d . and W a l l i s B r o s . 

(2 c o p i e s ) 


11 The workshop of C h a r l e s W i c k s t e e d L t d . and

W a l l i s B r o s . , S t a m f o r d Road, K e t t e r i n g . 

(2 c o p i e s ) 
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